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The Social Impact of Families with Multicultural and Multi-ethnic Roots
TAKEDA Satoko (OSAKA University of Economics and Law)
In East Asia, marriage migrants and their families are exploring new social possibilities
but at the same time coping with various risks rooted in the mutually incompatible
expectations concerning the values of marriage and families they have inherited from the
societies of their distinct origins. In the 2000s, South Korea and Taiwan have taken legal
steps for establishing an institutional arrangement to support transnational marriage
couples. Based on the in-depth interviews of marriage migrants in Tokyo, Niigata and
Nagano, this paper examines the width and depth of the historical trend those families
have been creating, including their transnational networks. Thereby, it explores the
implications of the emerging trend for both immigration policy and the social
transformation of Japan into a multicultural society.
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