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By 2065, one in five residents of prime working age (20-44) in Japan will be of immigrant-origin, yet it is
estimated that the majority will not have Japanese citizenship (Korekawa, 2018). Given how Japan’s
institutionalized jus sanguinis citizenship policies have created a subclass of indefinite denizens (Komine,
2014), a growing share of the future young adult population will likely remain disenfranchised due to the
hurdles of, and resistance to, naturalization. However, across countries without birthright citizenship, extra-
electoral non-citizen political engagement is challenging conventional understandings of immigrant
political incorporation (Chung and Abbas, 2018). This paper explores a nascent form of political
engagement emerging among non-citizen young adults of Japan’s newcomer immigrant second-generation
(henceforth, newcomers), the progeny of foreign-born parents who have arrived since the 1980s (Shimizu
et al., eds., 2021). Despite the tendency in Japan for youth conservatism (Kikkawa and Hazama, 2019) and
even political apathy (Hashimoto, 2011), preliminary data from qualitative interviews suggests that many
newcomers are not only adopting left-wing ideologies but also actively expressing their Hirschmannian
voice in the host society. In fact, the variation in newcomer identification with the host society appears to
be tracing that of Japan’s oldcomer vanguard group of non-citizen second-generation immigrants: Zainichi
Koreans. Building upon Yamawaki’s (2000) classification framework for identity construction among the
Zainichi Korean second-generation, this paper argues that a political “residentialization” (teijitka-keiko)
effect is also evident among newcomers. Residentialization refers to an emphasis on “in Japan™ belonging
among second-generation Zainichi Koreans who, rather than resist assimilation into Japanese society,
fought to overcome their social exclusion from it (Kang 1987). I explore how the host society
embeddedness of residentialization can be reflected politically via extra-electoral engagement as well,
particularly as a strategy to circumvent the inaccessibility of full political membership. I then discuss the
relevance of the Zainichi Korean second-generation experience of leveraging social capital for political
claim-making for newcomers. An examination of the increasing convergence of characteristics—cultural
competence and permanent settlement—among the two second-generation cohorts is followed by a
comparison of the political opportunities that mobilized second-generation Zainichi Korean activists
against forced fingerprinting in the 1980s (Strausz, 2006) with the potential and limits for national-level
organizing among newcomers in the present day.
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