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The Meaning and Challenges of “The 300,000
International Students Plan”
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The Japanese Government proposed “the 300,000 International Student Plan” to make the
number of international students acceptance to 300,000 people by 2020. This policy indicates
that the government is steering towards the direction to put priority to national interests such
as accepting “highly skilled foreign personnel” rather than making intellectual international
contribution to Asian countries.

However, even if the purpose of the acceptance changed, many problems revealed in the
process of achieving “100,000 Plan”, such as the complexity of the course to study in Japan or
inadequate living conditions for international students, are yet to be solved. The number of
international students went through rapid increase and decrease repeatedly, and along with
the rise and fall, the image towards international students swung from “bridge” “goodwill
ambassador” to “studying abroad for camouflage” “student migrant workers” or “would-be
criminals” repeatedly.

On the other hand, the acquisition of the highly skilled foreign personnel is emerging as a
national issue in relation with the declining birthrate, and the utilization of international students
is discussed in various quarters to evade the expected cultural friction. However, living in Japan
for a long time as an ex-international student and being fluent in Japanese language cannot be
easily connected to settlement in Japan. There are numerous barriers difficult to overcome, no
matter if they are ex-international student or not, such as being refused to rent an apartment,
difficult condition to open a bank account, inadequate support in Japanese language education
for family members, or childbirth, childcare and education, and difficulty of getting status of
residence for the parents left in their home countries. Until now, “immigration policy” has not
been discussed in earnest in Japan, but it may be necessary to confront this issue along with the

international student policy from now on.
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