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The Sending Process of Korean IT Engineers and
the Reception of the Highly Skilled in Japan:

Focusing on the Rapid Increase in the 2000s
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Despite the expansion of the highly skilled labor migration in recent years, academic researchers
have not yet solved much about the mechanism of their migration. In the 2000s, the number of foreign
engineers increased in Japan, in the IT sector above all. Why did the number of foreign IT engineers
increase rapidly in this period?

In order to answer this question, the authors have done a field research focusing on the migration
mechanism of the Korean IT engineers working in Japan. We found that there were three main factors that
caused the rapid increase in this period. Firstly, after the 1997 economic crisis, the Korean government
took a strong policy initiative for the overseas business development and for the sending of young
qualified job seekers abroad. Secondly, Korean IT engineers had already started to work in Japan in
the 1980s, and some of them had established their own venture firms. These firms could provide good
employment opportunities for the newly coming Korean IT engineers in the 2000s. Thirdly, from the
outset, these IT engineers had a high orientation to work overseas. Furthermore, owing to the linguistic
and geographical conditions, it was easy for them to establish a convenient social network between Korea
and Japan.

Our research shows that we need to investigate more about the situation of sending countries in
the study of highly skilled migration, apart from such a popular argument as ‘War for Talent’” among

receiving countries.
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