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Healthy discussion on accepting immigrants into Japan has been stalled due to the persistent negative
images about immigrants among the public. They include the increase of immigrants will raise criminal
rate and take away jobs from the Japanese youth. It is therefore important to create righteous image of
immigrants based on the reality.

Accepting immigrant policy will be divided into two main measures such as “soft landing actions” and
“changing Japanese perception on immigrants.” Japan has a variety of experiences of soft landing actions
generally called “multi-cultural symbiosis (tabunkakyosei).” On the other hand Japanese experiences on
measures of “changing Japanese perception on immigrants” are quite skimpy.

Measures of “changing Japanese perception on immigrants” are three-fold. First, it is important
to spread accurate data of immigrants including criminal rate. Second, it should be emphasized that
Japanese should have accurate sense of crises due to depopulation. Third, it is hopeful for Japanese to
have clear understanding the contribution that immigrants to make to the Japanese society along with
simple labor source.

Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) has proposed special immigrants zone to the
governmental program called National Strategy Special Zone. JCIE’s proposal is to accept young
Filipinos to Takikawa in Hokkaido where they will work as farmers getting special visa as permanent
resident which is not admitted in the current immigration law. This proposal is expected to kindle the
discussion on immigrants in Japan which has been almost regarded as social taboo and has an impact to

change Japanese mindset on immigrants.
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As for general tendencies of migration studies in Japan for the first period till early 1990s when massive
immigration of foreign workers started in later 1880s, the author’s work became the first comprehensive
empirical study. In addition, the so-called 1990 immigration control regime was established.

As for the second period after early 1990s, researches viewing immigrants as living people, as well as
arguments on the validity of the concept of “multicultural symbiotic society” in 2000s are conspicuous.
Researches of this period are characterized by the lack of interests in immigrants as the agents for social
change as well as disregards of the absence of immigrants acceptance policy at national level.

Next, overview of research tendencies of our association reveals low interests for the recent remarkable
retrogression of immigration policy towards the control of foreigners as well as little attentions for the
hybridization of cultures.

The theoretical standpoint should not be on nationalism but on cosmopolitanism. The basic principles
of the latter is acceptance of immigrants. To achieve hybridization of cultures and the establishment of
cosmopolitan democracy, the role of diasporas together with the creation of public spheres by diasporas is

important.
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