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Special Curriculum for Young Foreign
Students
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Japanese language instruction

Foreigners who live in Japan are still not guaranteed enrollment in compulsory education
schools. Even elementary education is not guaranteed to foreigners, and this conflicts with
the Millennium Development Goals common to the international community.

In such circumstances, why has a “special curriculum”—one that takes as its subject
young students who require Japanese language instruction in compulsory education schools
—been institutionalized?

First in this study, the current system and its background are reported. Next, the author
reconsiders the state of education for young foreign students by analyzing survey results
on the implementation of the “special curriculum” (2014) conducted by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology with the municipal education committee
of Aichi Prefecture as the target, which has the highest number of young students requiring

Japanese language instruction in Japan.

Migration Policy Review 2015 Vol. 7




