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Generation Chinese in the Netherlands:
The Analysis of Life Histories
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The purpose of this study is to clarify how second generation Chinese in the Netherlands
have integrated into Dutch society. While previous studies of the social integration of second
generation Chinese focused on young people, I interviewed 51 second generation Chinese
ranging in age from 10 into their 60s, and constructed their life histories. This study also
examined how the social integration of second generation Chinese has changed over the past
half century, in the context of historical changes in the Chinese community. With regard to
economic integration, I focused on my interviewees educational achievements and relative
success in the labor market. With regard to sociocultural integration, I focused on their
language abilities, choice of friends and partners, and cultural identities.

In conclusion, I point out that my interviewees have been very successful in school, and
are now engaged in white-collar work, having left the catering trades their parents were
involved in. On the other hand, their Chinese language abilities are poor, and their first
language is Dutch. Nonetheless, many have married other second generation Chinese, and
maintained their Chinese cultural identities—especially through affectionate relationships
with their parents. Second generation Chinese have retained their cultural identity over the
past half-century, while achieving social mobility. The affection they feel for their parents
has played an important role in this outcome, and can be described as a characteristic of

second generation Chinese’ social integration.
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