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Experiences around the Gender Role of
Migrant Mothers:

A Case Study of Permanent Residents in Japanese Community
in Guam

SHIBANO Junichi
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Previous researches show that cotemporary trend of Japanese women’s international
migration leads to their desire for liberation from Japanese gender role which always
constrain their lives. However, the topic about “migrant mothers” has been rarely featured.
Focusing on Japanese mothers’ gender role, this paper describes Japanese migrant mothers’
experiences around the gender role who migrate to Guam, to examine how international
migration is associated with gender role spreading in Japan.

The main results are twofold. Firstly, despite their dreams of liberation from Japanese
gender role, they experienced the conflict of mothering in the process of internalizing cynical
eyes of “unmotherly” casted from upper-middle class expatriate mothers as “education
mothers”, because they inevitably embeded into Japanese (school) community by children’s
school choice and ineluctably contact with them. Furthermore, it's led to constrain migrant
mothers’ sphere of life in the community. Secondly, however, migrant mothers took a
strategy to liberate from such conflict. In making a sense of belonging to Guam, to set up
against expatriate mothers, they constructed themselves as “strong mothers who survive
in the foreign land” while they represented expatriate mothers as women who embodied
the traditional gender role. While at the same time, to set up against migrant mothers,
expatriate mothers made a sense of belonging to Japan by legitimizing the traditional gender
role. In the final section, I discuss the implication of these findings for the relevant academic
fields.
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