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EHIER (BRI - 7= b - 731 1) 67 6.4 100 123 70 146 57 113
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The 1990 amendment to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act made it
possible for Japanese-Brazilians to work in Japan, and since the mid-1990s, there has been
an increase in the number of Brazilian families residing in Japan and a trend toward longer
stays. However, the global economic crisis that followed the Lehman Shock in 2008 led to
the collapse of the livelihoods of many Brazilians, whose fragile employment conditions
were made even more unstable. More recently, the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 once again
caused high unemployment and instability in the lives of many Brazilian families. This paper
reveals the impact of these crises on Brazilian families based on three data sets: national-
level statistics were used to determine the age ranges and status of Brazilians residing in
Japan; responses to surveys of foreign residents of Shizuoka Prefecture conducted in 2007,
2009, 2016, and 2020 were also analyzed to clarify the employment status of Brazilian families
as well as their plans to stay in Japan; and selected case studies were used to highlight the
responses of specific Brazilian families. As the settlement of Brazilian residents in Japan
continues to progress, diversification of industries in which Brazilians work are slightly
recognized. Furthermore, the increasing number of second-generation young Brazilians is
starting to enter the Japanese labor market. On the other hand, the growing number of older

Brazilians losing their jobs is becoming a serious problem.
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