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The Current Situation Brought About
by the “Forced” Deportation Centered

Approach to Foreign Nationals:
Beyond Respecting the Rights and Dignity of the Individual

HIYAMA Satomi  Forum for Refugees Japan
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Although Japan's Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act makes decisions of
immigration detention discretionary, detention is used as a default measure in practice to
any foreign nationals who may/does fall under any of the grounds for deportation in Japan.
Immigration officers can order detention without approval by a judicial authority until such
time as deportation becomes possible. While the majority departed voluntarily, around
3,000 people remained and more than half of them were in a refugee status determination
procedure as of December 2019.

There are several alternative measures before or after detention, by law or in practice,
however, the trend toward long-term immigration detention has accelerated in recent years.
A series of cases show detention is harmful to health and wellbeing, traumatizes vulnerable
populations and does not respond to the individual needs effectively.

Once an individual is detained, the only other placement option tends to be provisional
release into a community with restrictions including on work. NGOs provide informal
services to meet basic needs for those who are destitute and link individuals with additional
support when needed. Those on provisional release however do not have access to various
public support and services, such as health insurance. The situation on the ground remains
very tense.

Despite developments of alternative models with assistance through the program for
asylum seekers at a port of entry in collaboration with civil society, the government has not
shifted its approach from enforcement to empowerment. The systems need to be reviewed

holistically to respect individual rights and dignity.



