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Settlement Process of Burmese
Refugees in Japan:

Homeland Coups and “Re-migration”

KAJIMURA Miki

National Museum of Ethnology

Key Words: Burmese refugees, coup d’état in Myanmar, “re-migration”

This paper focuses on the settlement process, still influenced by the situation in Myanmar,
of Burmese refugees in Japan accepted as “Humanitarian Considerations” and are not eligible
for government assistance. In contrast, the Japanese government has shown immense
generosity and given assistance to Ukrainian refugees in a short period of time.

While some Indochinese refugees who were accepted as permanent residents in Japan re-
migrated to their settlement area, recent Burmese refugees are moving to re-migrate’ away
from the settlement areas. This trend is the result of facing the reality that they cannot
return to Myanmar and indicates that even after staying in Japan for more than twenty
years, the situation in Myanmar still influences how Burmese refugees settle down. The
internal migration of ethnic minorities in Myanmar was and is common, and the situation of
Burmese forced to cross the borders by Myanmar’s military junta has become clear again.

In conclusion, there are two salient points. First, the Burmese refugees had built up
their lives in Japan without receiving government support, but due to the cataclysm of the
COVID-19 crisis and the coup d’état in their home country, they were forced to change
their daily lives. Since such vulnerabilities have been revealed once again, Burmese refugees
should be recognized as “refugees”. Second, the brutality of the Myanmar military junta has
become widely known, a point that researchers and supporters have long pointed out. When
obvious acts of violence can be confirmed, it is necessary to respond flexibly and proactively,

as was the case with the Ukrainian refugees.
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