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Field Practices to Promote Integration
of Migrants:

A Case Study of the Neighborhood Mothers (Stadtteilmiitter)
in Berlin
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Migrant integration is an important political issue in Germany. A number of projects have
been implemented as a means of promoting immigrant integration. This article focuses on
the concept of “interkulturelle Offnung (intercultural openness)”, which is based on the idea
that immigrant integration is an initiative action of both sides, namely immigrants and host
society, and examines the support field practices with the project “Neighbourhood mothers”
in the city of Berlin.

The results of my study showed that the project empowers immigrant mothers by
focusing on each individual immigrant woman and conducting team activities. The staffs
attempt to make the immigrant women feel that they were part of the society, which
reflected their interpretation of the concept integration. In addition, the cross-disciplinary
approach made it possible to collaborate with a variety of organizations, and the project
developed while attracting various supporters, but it also showed that securing financial
resources was difficult. Finally, regarding the process of cross-cultural openness, it revealed
that direct interaction with immigrant women and their experiences as partners in work

facilitated changes in the perception of immigrants on the part of German society.
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